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HOUSE BILL 1810  

By  Williams R 

 

 
AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, 

relative to education. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

 SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 1, is amended by adding 

the following language as a new part: 

 49-1-1201. 

 As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 (1)  "Department" means the department of education; 

 (2)  "Hybrid learning” means an educational model under which a blend of 

digital resources, classroom teaching, and peer collaboration are used to create 

a personalized learning environment for each student, the goal of which is to 

deliver cost-effective, individualized instruction to increase student engagement 

and improve academic performance; and 

 (3)  "Hybrid learning pilot program" means any program established by a 

local education agency (LEA) pursuant to this part. 

49-1-1202. 

 The department shall establish a hybrid learning pilot program.  The department 

shall award grants to any eligible LEA selected by the department through an application 

process established and administered by the department. 

49-1-1203. 

 (a)  The department is authorized to use funds appropriated by the general 

assembly, and any federal, state, or private funds available for the purpose of 

developing and administering the program. 
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 (b)  From the funds available for the program, the department shall award grants 

to any LEA selected through an application process established and administered by the 

department.  The application process established by the department shall require each 

LEA seeking a hybrid learning grant to: 

 (1)  Describe the hybrid learning opportunities the LEA will provide to 

students; 

 (2)  Identify goals for participation in the program, including the goals for 

student academic achievement;  

 (3)  Deliver to its professional educator staff a professional development 

program that provides training in hybrid learning pedagogy; 

 (4)  Provide a plan for monitoring progress toward its stated goals, 

including student academic achievement, throughout the academic year; and 

 (5)  Report progress under the program, including student academic 

achievement results, to the department beginning on July 30, 2015, and by July 

30 of each year thereafter. 

 (c)  The department shall determine the amount of all grants awarded under the 

program. 

 (d)  Any LEA receiving a grant under the program shall apply all grant funds to 

implement the hybrid learning opportunities described in the grant application. 

49-1-1204.  

 (a)  Any LEA offering hybrid learning opportunities shall include: 

 (1)  Course grades; 

 (2)  Course credit; 

 (3)  Student promotion and graduation; and 

 (4)  Eligibility requirements for student participation in hybrid learning 

opportunities. 



 

 

 

 - 3 - 011091 

 

  (b)  An LEA shall post all hybrid learning opportunity policies on its publicly 

available web site. 

 (c)  The time during which a student participates in hybrid learning opportunities 

shall comply applicable compulsory attendance requirements set forth in chapter 6, part 

30 of this title. 

 (d)  An LEA may deliver hybrid learning opportunities outside of its school 

building using, in whole or in part, technology which includes the Internet, video 

conferencing, or other electronic means of communication. 

49-1-1205.   

 The department shall: 

 (1)  Promulgate rules necessary to establish and administer the 

application process for any LEA seeking a grant under the program; 

 (2)  Review all applications pursuant to criteria established by the 

department; 

 (3)  Award grants to any LEA that satisfies the criteria established by the 

department; 

 (4)  Award grants in amounts determined by the department; 

 (5)  Provide technical assistance as needed to any LEA receiving a grant 

under the program; and 

 (6)  Include information on hybrid learning opportunities and any awarded 

grants in its annual report required by § 49-1-1206. 

49-1-1206. 

 (a)  The department shall prepare and submit an annual report by November 30 

to the: 

 (1)  Governor; 
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 (2)  Finance, ways, and means committees of the senate and the house 

of representatives; and 

 (3)  Education committees of the senate and the house of 

representatives. 

 (b)  The report shall include: 

 (1)  Whether the hybrid learning program is delivering cost-effective, 

individualized instruction to increase student engagement and improve academic 

performance; 

 (2)  The methods used by the department to measure the outcomes of 

the hybrid learning program, including student academic performance; 

 (3)   Individual results from any LEA participating in the program; 

 (4)  The overall success of the hybrid learning program; and 

 (5)  Recommendations for modifications to the hybrid learning program. 

 SECTION 2.  This  act shall not be construed to be an appropriation of funds and no 

funds shall be obligated or expended pursuant to this act unless such funds are specifically 

appropriated by the General Appropriations Act. 

 SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it and 

shall apply to school year 2015-2016 and each school year thereafter. 


